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1) END OF EUROPE-WIDE ERC COORDINATION 
 
After more than two years of turbulent and exciting ERC work we are closing down all activities of 
international coordination – due to financial reasons. The offices in Frankfurt and in Brussels will 
be closed. As core project-staff of the ERC we – Marian Zdeb, Ronald Pabst and Thomas Rupp – 
want to express our thanks to all individuals and organisations who supported us over these 
years. 
 
From the beginning we planned to end the ERC on June 2004. Now - due to the delayed 
agreement on the EU Constitution - it would be reasonable to proceed but we could not manage 
to get the needed funds. On the other hand we can consider our campaign as quite successful. 
When we started only the Irish referendum was 100% sure. Today referendums in 11 countries 
are sure or very very likely. In the framework of our given means “we” made our contribution to 
this development.  
 
Of course “we” does not mean the campaigner team alone. The ERC always was and still is a 
network activity. There were and still are many individuals and organisations who are working on 
the campaign. But it must be very clear that the impulses and coordinating power  of five 
dedicated full time workers will end from now on. – For your information the whole history of the 
ERC is documented on this homepage. 
 
 
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
2) NEW PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN 
 
Therefore one phase of the campaign ends today and a new phase has to be started. This new 
phase will be characterised by the activities of individuals and organisations in their countries. 
They will be in charge of the ERC from now on. They are free to start bilateral or multilateral 
events to keep the campaign international.  
 
Concerning the homepages http://www.european-referendum.org and http://www.eu04.com we 
are about to find a solution to keep them going and updated. As soon as we have some news 
about that we will publish it on this homepage. For an interim period Thomas Rupp remains a 
contact person for the ERC and can be contacted via email mailto:info@european-
referendum.org  
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3) DEMOCRACY INTERNATIONAL TAKES OVER 
 
A medium-term perspective was from the beginning that the ERC network will be kept alive and 
new projects will be started by “democracy international”. After all, by the ERC we managed to 
make the first successful step as “democracy international”. Hopefully many other steps will follow 



to give more power to the people. Coordinators of “democracy international” are Heiko Dittmer 
(WIT, Belgium) mailto:heiko.dittmer@yucom.be and Roman Huber (Mehr Demokratie, Germany) 
mailto:roman.huber@mehr-demokratie.de 
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